Serving the San Jose State University community since 1934
Volume 150
No. 32
Tuesday,
April 17, 2018

sjsunews.com/spartan_daily
PRISONERS

RESULTS

Ariadna Manzo
political science senior
Position: President

Kameo Quenga
psychology junior
Position: Director of
Co-Curricular Aﬀairs

Oladotun Hospidales
political science senior
Position: Vice President

Grace Pang
public relations freshman
Position: Director of
External Aﬀairs

Malik Akil
Jason Crudo
business administration senior business administration junior
Position: Controller
Position: Director of
Business Aﬀairs

Branden Parent
political science sophomore
Position: Director of
Intercultural Aﬀairs

Kenya Gallo
political science freshman
Position: Director of
Internal Aﬀairs

VACANT
Selena Marie Flores
hospitality, tourism and event
management senior
Position: Director of
Programming Aﬀairs

Joe Ordaz-Alvarado
business administration junior
Position: Director of
Student Fee Aﬀairs

VACANT

VACANT

Jyotsna Kethepalli
Position: Director of
business administration
Student Rights and
sophomore
Responsibilities
Position: Director of
Student Resource Aﬀairs

VACANT

VACANT

Hunger strike
continues in
local jails
BY ALEX MARTINET
STAFF WRITER

On Sunday, hundreds
of inmates in Santa Clara
County jails resumed a
hunger strike that began last
October, contesting that city
officials haven’t done enough
to improve jail conditions as
previously promised.
There have been a series
of off-and-on hunger strikes
since the 2015 death of
inmate Michael Tyree in the
Santa Clara County Main
Jail in San Jose.
People gathered in front
of the Santa Clara County
Main Jail on the corner of
West Hedding Street and
North San Pedro Street
on Monday to show their
solidarity with the inmates.
Silicon Valley De-Bug,
a multimedia storytelling
organization that promotes
diversity in Silicon Valley,
raised awareness about the
poor inmate treatment in
Santa Clara County jails.
SJSU alumna Christine
Clifford began the press
conference by reading
a letter she will send to
Santa Clara County Sheriff
Laurie Smith.
In it, Clifford pleaded
to have changes made to

I believe in
the movement
because my
family has
been a part
of the justice
system and have
been affected
negatively by it.
Shanon Jurado
journalism major

protect the inmates.
“The use of solitary
confinement is applied
overzealously
and
indefinitely with no clear
plan in sight and no plan in
place to reintegrate into less
restrictive settings,” Christine
said. “Furthermore, the jail
system seems to not be able
to agree on what constitutes
solitary confinement.”
Solitary confinement is
a form of imprisonment
that isolates an individual
from any human contact,
according to the news
INMATES | Page 2

CONFECTION
Position: Director of
Communications

Position: Director of
Community and
Sustainability Aﬀairs

Position: Director of
Faculty Aﬀairs

San Jose candy
store closes
after 105 years

Position: Director of
University Advising
Aﬀairs

ELECTED
SJSU student body selects next A.S. Board of Directors
BY WILLIAM YAP
NEWS EDITOR

Eleven San Jose State students were
officially announced on Thursday as
the elected officials that will serve
on the A.S. board of directors for the
2018-2019 academic year.
A.S. President Ariadna Manzo
and Director of Intercultural Affairs
Branden Parent were re-elected for
their second terms.
Business administration senior
Malik Akil, political science senior
Oladotun Hospidales and business
administration sophomore Jyotsna
Kethepalli were elected into new
positions and all three ran unopposed.
It will be the first time the other six

elected officials will serve on the A.S.
Board of Directors.
According to an email sent by
Chief Elections Officer Zayna Seyedi
announcing the election results,
3,097 of 30,669 eligible students
voted in the election, which is about
11 percent.
Business administration senior
Natalia Berry said she was aware of
the A.S. election last week, but didn’t
care to research the candidates.
“I didn’t vote because it’s kinda late
in the semester,” Berry said. “I mean,
it’s not affecting me. I’m sorry for
being so selfish, but I’m graduating.”
Although voter turnout was low,
David Rhoads, marketing officer for
SJSU’s Student Election Commission,

said it was on par with previous years’
statistics. He said last year was the
highest voter turnout in a long time,
with 13 percent of students voting.
Rhoads credits the larger amount
of candidates compared to this year.
However, five of the 16 positions
on the board are still available.
Rhoads said in an email to the
Spartan Daily that students can apply
for an available position through
the A.S. website once applications
become available.
Seyedi said the newly elected
officials will begin their term on
June 1.
Follow William on Twitter
@TheDapperYap
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BY BRIANNA SHEATS
STAFF WRITER

An iconic San Jose candy
shop plans to close its doors
after 105 years in business.
The store, Schurra’s
Fine Confections, is
currently located at 840
The Alameda in San Jose,
but will officially close on
April 28.
Because of high labor
costs and difficulty
finding new employees,
the store had to make the
decision to close, owner
Brian Mundy told the San
Jose Insider.
Brian Mundy, who
became the proprietor of
the store after his father’s
death, has been the head
of the company for the

88 S. 4TH ST. Suite #150
408-971-1960
www.flameseatery.com

last 10 years.
“I am sad to see the
store close down,” San
Jose native Victoria Davis
said. “What I like about
this place is that they
make fresh candy apples
and they are so delicious.
I would get my holiday
candy for Easter and
Christmas and my kids
would love it.”
The store was founded
in 1912 by brothers Albert
and Justin Schurra. They
had two retail stores –
one in Stockton and
another Modesto.
The pair later expanded
their wholesale accounts
throughout
Northern
California.
CLOSING | Page 2
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Family members of inmates hold signs in front of the Santa Clara County Main Jail in San Jose on Monday. A
press conference and protest were held at the corner of West Hedding Street and North San Pedro Street.

INMATES
Continued from page 1
website The Guardian. This
protest was sponsored by the
Prisoners United of Silicon
Valley, a local civil rights
group, which has protested
inmates being pushed into
solitary confinement.
“We will continue our
peaceful protest to end
torturous practices of solitary
confinement and oppressive
classification
reviews
until there is tangible and
meaningful change for all
prisoners,” the inmates said
in a letter obtained by the San
Jose Mercury News.

The organization wants
restrictions on safeguards
on those who are classed in
solitary confinement.
Prisoners United of
Silicon Valley wants a
sufficient notice or hearing
before inmates are placed
in these conditions to
prevent a person from
experiencing panic attacks
or paranoia in a cell.
According to the Bureau
of Justice Statistics, there
are currently more than
80,000 men, women
and children in solitary
confinement in prisons
across the United States.
In October, the Santa Clara
Sheriff’s Office responded to
the grievances by insisting

PHOTO EDITOR
SAVANNAH HARDING

PRODUCTION CHIEF
MIKE CORPOS

MULTIMEDIA EDITOR
OMAR PEREZ

NEWS ADVISERS
RICHARD CRAIG
NISHA GARUD
SCOTT FOSDICK

MULTIMEDIA REPORTER
DAISUKE EGUCHI
ONLINE EDITOR
KELLY BURNS
EXECUTIVE EDITOR
SARAH KLIEVES
MANAGING EDITOR
THOMAS SOARES
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER
MARCI SUELA
PRODUCTION EDITOR
NICHOLAS GIRARD
NEWS EDITOR
WILLIAM YAP
A&E EDITOR
JOSE F. GOVEA
OPINION EDITOR
JONAS ELAM
SPORTS EDITOR
JESSICA HOWELL

COPY EDITORS
JACKIE CONTRERAS
NOE MAGANA
STAFF WRITERS
KAEL BENITEZAUSTRIA
DIANA AVILA
WILLIAM DELA CRUZ
ANDREW GLENN
DOMINOE IBARRA
LOVETTA JACKSON
CHIOMA LEWIS
ALEX MARTINET
GABRIEL MUNGARAY
KRISTEL RODRIGUEZ
JOE ROIAS
BRIANNA SHEATS
BEN STEIN
JASMINE STRACHAN
MEI SUZUKI
AMANDA WHITAKER

inmate concerns aired last
year were being addressed.
“We’ve
implemented
an improved classification
system that has led to
more out-of-cell time and
programs for a greater
number of inmates while
at the same time providing
the appropriate security
measures for our most
violent offenders,” the agency
said in an online statement.
Journalism freshman
Shanon Jurado attended
the protest because she
wanted to use it for one of
her upcoming projects at
San Jose State.
“I believe in the movement
because my family has been a
part of the justice system and

ADVERTISING ADVISER
TIM HENDRICK
ADVERTISING DIRECTOR
JESSICA EWING
CREATIVE DIRECTOR
TIFFANY LUONG

ADVERTISING STAFF
EIAN VELASQUEZ
ADRIANNA BENYAT
KIMO PAMINTUAN
SAUL MANRIQUEZ
HIEU TRAN
BRETT BARLOW
KRISTEN DEVERA
ANGELA MABINI
YOSHI WANG
DUC HUYNH
NHU HO
ALEX AUBRY
ALBERT ONYEMEM
ALEXANDRA KROG
JO TADEM
SERGIO RAMIREZ
KYLE ZANKICH

CONTACT US
EDITORIAL

ADVERTISING

PHONE:
(408) 924-5577

PHONE:
(408) 924-3270

EMAIL:
SPARTANDAILY@
GMAIL.COM

EMAIL:
SPARTANDAILYADVERTISING@GMAIL.
COM

have been affected negatively
by it,” Jurado said.
After the conference
ended, the group began
marching in the jail’s parking
lot and chanted, “What do
we want?” “Justice!” “When
do we want it?” “Now!”
Inmates on the 10th floor
of the jail could be heard
banging on the windows as a
response to the protest.
According to the San
Jose Mercury News, some
inmates
have
started
refusing to eat because of the
strike. Jail officials are now
monitoring the health of
striking inmates.
Follow Alex on Twitter
@almartinet

In the early 1930s, the
Schurras decided to close
the Stockton and Modesto
locations and move their
store to San Jose.
Schurra’s
Fine
Confections sell treats such
as boxed chocolates, truffles,
dried fruit and chocolate
covered strawberries.
“I love this place and I
could slowly see it not being
the same as time went on
and I was worried,” San Jose
resident Nicole Diaz said.
“This place has some of
the best chocolate I have
ever had and now I do not
think I can go anywhere,
but unfortunately since they
are closing I have no choice.”
The news of the historic
candy store closing
has the majority of the
community upset.
“No one likes to see a
small business close down,
but this one hurts the
worst since they have been
open for a 100 years. It’s
crazy,” Davis said.
Because
minimum
wage has increased over
the years, the store had to
increase its prices in an
attempt to survive.

For example, a 26-ounce
assorted box of chocolates
is $50.
This has made it more
difficult for customers
to purchase sweets and
made Schurra’s lose
business.
The store also competed
with other candy stores
such as See’s Candies,
which has many locations
in California and is not
a small business. This
allowed them to have
lower prices.
Edible Arrangements
is also a competitor with
Schurra’s since they sell
chocolate covered fruit
for less than the local
store does.
“I do love coming here,
but I am not able to come
as consistently as I used
to before,” San Jose native
Richard Brown said. “The
prices have just gone up
so much that I can only
come if I really want to
treat myself.”
Although the building
has already been sold,
Mundy told The Insider
he has no intention of
selling the name and
hopes to keep his family’s
brand alive.
Follow Brianna on Twitter
@briiiiiiii
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Schurra’s Fine Confections, located at 840 The
Alameda in San Jose, will close its doors on April 28.
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FESTIVAL PHOTO ESSAY

First weekend of Coachella did not disappoint

DOMINOE IBARRA | SPARTAN DAILY

(Far Left) Coachella’s iconic “Le Grande Wheel,” is the
world’s largest transportable ferris wheel. (Top Middle)
Plam-3 World Station, created by artist Simón Vega, is
an art installation located in the middle of the Coachella
Stage and Outdoor Stage. (Bottom Middle) Daniel
Caesar performs his song “Get You” at Coachella’s
outdoor stage, the second biggest stage, on Friday.
(Above) Etherea, created by artist Edoardo Tresoldi, is a
wire-mesh sculpture ranging in scale from three to five
to seven stories tall.
Follow Dominoe on Twitter
@dominoeibarra

CLASS REVIEW

Art 151 demonstrates how the world ought to be
BY KRISTEL RODRIGUEZ
STAFF WRITER

Society should take
a lesson from Art 151:
Topics in Screen-Printing.
You can feel the
buzz of the classroom
before
approaching
the door handle.
The organized chaos
of students cleaning
screens,
sketching
designs and mixing
paints spills into the
hallway as soon as the
door opens.
What looks like chaos
is actually a rhythm.
A rhythm that for
three hours, makes you
believe that all is right
with the world.
In this classroom,
there is no such thing as
a mistake. You simply
try again, or leave it
as is because mistakes
add character.
Irene
Carvajal

teaches Art 151 and
believes that as people
we are simply trying to
interact and learn from
one another.
“I’m not the only
one with any wisdom
to impart,” Carvajal
said. “The role of
pupil and teacher is
interchangeable.”
Carvajal said her
earlier work at various
teaching
institutions
encouraged
multidirectional
learning,
a way of teaching that
allows for an open
exchange of ideas that
bypass the traditional
instructional hierarchy.
“Just today, I was
testing out a new
method to teach the
class and it wasn’t
working out,” Carvajal
said. “It was because of
a student’s suggestion
that I was finally able
to get it right.”

This
level
of
cooperation is a staple
in the printmaking
community,
and
compliments Carvajal’s
teaching style.
Screen printing has
evolved since its Chinese
silkscreen origins to
become a mechanism
that democratizes art and
shares it with the masses,
not just the wealthy.
“That’s
the
whole thing about
printmaking. You make
one design and you can
multiply it over and
over again,” Carvajal
said. “So when you
have that possibility,
your ideas and your
voice can be multiplied
as well.”
The class recently
created individual zines
using their printmaking
skills, the theme was
entirely up to the
student, and served as

a platform to express
their artistic voice.
Zines
are
selfpublished works that
come in a variety of
formats which are created
and distributed outside
the mainstream. Topics
are broad and usually
about a single subject.
This unconventional
ice breaker serves as
a bonding agent for
students with similar
interests,
as
well
visually demonstrating
the versatility of screen
printing.
Design
studies
senior Karen Tsugawa
uses zines and screen
printing to help express
the complexities of her
mixed-race identity in
Western culture.
“Mine was a Chinese
zodiac print, about 16
pages long,” Tsugawa
said. “I tend to focus
on my ethnicity and

heritage. I’m half Chinese
and half Japanese.”
Artists taking the
course also hope to
transform their art into
a vendable practice.
Graphic
design
senior and Etsy shop
owner Emma Hamilton
signed up for screen
printing in hopes of
learning a new way to
mass produce her art
on everyday items like
shirts and sweaters.
“I like to use a lot of
bones and skulls in my
art,” Hamilton said. “As
well as incorporating
animals, but with my
own twist.”
It’s that unique twist
that makes screen
printing more than just
an art class.
It’s a scaled-down
version of what we
hoped the world would
be like when we were
children–
people

working
together,
sharing supplies, ideas
and experiences to
help create a more
inclusive society with
less structural barriers.

Follow Kristel on Twitter
@KO_352

REGISTER
SOON
“Screen printing”
Taught by:
Irene Carvajal
Couse number:
Art 151
Rating:



EVENT RECAP

Computers and instruments compose futurism
BY MEI SUZUKI
STAFF WRITER

The Hammer Theatre
Center
held
the
Contemporary
Music
South Bay Concert on
April 10. The concert
was comprised of seven
parts, broken up into 15
pieces of music played
by 17 musicians.
All movements in the
concert were composed
by San Jose State faculty
members and performed
by professional musicians
as well as the SJSU faculty.
“It’s ensemble that
we often call,” Brass
Act Quintet trombone
player Don Howe said.
“Ensemble stays together,
but you sound cohesive
as a group rather than
just each individual part
going on inside. And if
you are not exactly in
sync, the piece doesn’t
sound [right].”
Contemporary music is
the ensemble of multiple
instruments. At the
same time, it also means
modern day music.

The flow of the music
was unpredictable and
brought endless surprises.
It was difficult to predict
what was coming next. I
have listened to music that
has electronic sounds in it,
but this was incomparable.
There were music
instruments
such
as violins, a cello,
saxophones, a french
horn, trumpets, a piano
and a clarinet.
You were also able to
hear the sounds of winds,
waves, ticking, as well as
the sounds of the actual
musical
instruments.
I think the electronic
sounds enhanced the
mood of each different
movement and scene.
One of the most
shocking performances
was
“Metaphorless,”
composed by Mauricio
Rodriguez and performed
by Gregory Messa.
Messa had a guitar on
each hand and rubbed
the strings with index
fingers vigorously to
make them sound. As
he played those guitars,
he was making roaring,

moaning and screaming
sounds with his own
voice. He was creating a
very intense atmosphere.
I felt the frustration,
anger, indignation and
intimidation within this
performance.
“The hardest part of
rehearsing this piece
is really not having a
conductor and trying to
count and stay together,”
Brass Act Quintet French
horn player Diane Ryan
said. “There are a lot of
different time signatures
MEI SUZUKI | SPARTAN DAILY
and different tempos.”
In the contemporary Violin soloist Sarah Jones joins the last ensemble of the “South Bay Contemporary
music
performances, Music Concert” in the Hammer Theatre on April 10.
there were no conductors
or someone to who and-forth interchanges of Murguia said. “It’s almost can do in music.”
count the tempos for the sounds between different like a mindful meditation.”
Each
movement
players. Each player had instruments or sometimes
surprising,
Murguia plays a double was
to be aware of the tempo between instruments and bass and is fascinated with unique and amazing.
to keep in time with the the electronic sounds. electronic sounds in music. This
contemporary
other players for the entire It was like they were the
“It’s more like moving music concert is one
movements.
conversations
within toward the future because of the opportunities
“For most of us, which music.
acknowledge
everything that we know to
computers
are playing
of
is
just
instrumental
by
“[I
liked]
the
atmosphere
means four out of five
a
role
in
expanding
the
themselves
that
have
kind
and
the
quality
of
music
who are not familiar with
contemporary music, this where it doesn’t necessarily of been already made,” music landscape.
is a learning experience,” have a melody and you are Murguia said. “So when
Howe said. “I feel like I just able to just sit there and you combine it with
Follow Mei on Twitter
enjoy,” music performance modern technology, you
was a student again.”
@meiS0000
Daniel can really expand what we
Performers had back- sophomore
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The NBA draft has been rigged since the lottery was added
Five instances of NBA draft being rigged
Gabriel Mungaray
STAFF WRITER

The
NBA
draft
lottery has been seen as
a miracle for struggling
franchises who thought
they
could
never
compete with the highprofile teams.
But the NBA itself has
had a hand in helping
those teams land that
top overall draft pick.
Since
the
NBA
draft
lottery
was
first introduced in
1985, there has been
a conspiracy theory
that the NBA rigs the
lottery when top notch
or once-in-a-lifetime
talent are about to enter
the league. I believe this
is very true.
In 1990, the NBA
changed its draft lottery
system for the third time
in its existence which
is now the current
draft lottery system
in place. This system
is called the weighted
lottery system.
According
to
Christian D’Andrea of
SB Nation, the way the
weighted lottery works
is 14 ping pong balls are
labeled 1-14 and then
are placed in a machine
and drawn, one by one,
until four are selected.
These four selected
numbers will create

one of 1,001 possible
combinations
and
then one of these
combinations will be
thrown out. The other
1,000
combinations
will be distributed
among
the
14
non-playoff teams.
The
team
that
finishes with the worst
record will possess
250 of those possible
combinations, or in
other words, have a 25
percent chance to land
the number one overall
pick. These are the
highest odds out of the
14 non-playoff teams.
The total number of
possible combinations
will decrease as you
go through the teams
with the better records,
according to Jason
Concepcion,
writer
for
sports
website
The Ringer.
Under this current
system,
only
the
top three picks are
determined by this
lottery system out of the
14 non-playoff teams,
and once this process is
completed to determine
the top three picks, the
rest of the draft will go
in inverse order as the
teams remaining with
worse records will have

1985: Patrick Ewing to the New York Knicks
2003: Lebron James to the Cleveland Cavaliers
2008: Derrick Rose to the Chicago Bulls
2011: Kyrie Irving to the Cleveland Cavaliers
2012: Anthony Davis to the New Orleans Hornets
INFOGRAPHIC BY GABRIEL MUNGARAY | SPARTAN DAILY

a higher draft pick than
a team that has a better
record than them.
The part that I
believe makes the NBA
draft lottery rigged
is the fact that the
NBA determines the
order of the 14 nonplayoff teams behind
closed doors.
According to SB
Nation, the NBA has
several
safeguards
in place to ensure
fairness in the lottery
as the NBA sends one
representative from the
accounting firm Ernst
& Young to oversee
the lottery drawing
along with other NBA
officials. The NBA also

I got a bad feeling about ‘Solo’
Alex Martinet
STAFF WRITER

A long time ago, there
was a little movie by
a small-time director
named George Lucas
that managed to exceed
expectations and become
a pop culture fixture for
decades to come.
In 2012, the House of
Mickey Mouse bought
Lucasfilm and, as a
fan, I’ve loved having
a “Star Wars” movie
every year. However, I
think it has ruined the
charm of what made the
franchise special.
Since 2015, a new
“Star Wars” movie has
been released annually
switching
between
official episodes and
anthology
stories.
The official episodes
introduced us to Rey,
Poe and Finn as they
embark on their journey.
My father and I
couldn’t wait to see “The
Force Awakens,” so we
decided to do a “Star
Wars” marathon leading
up to the release that
lasted 13 hours.
It was easily the most
nerdy thing I have ever
done. When we both
sat down, it became
clear that we weren’t the
only ones watching it
together as a family unit.
Part of the reason why
“The Force Awakens”
was a hit was because
it was a torch-passing
moment for fathers and
sons.

I think that wave
of enthusiasm for the
series has diminished
with each additional
installment.
The
anthology
stories uncover new
information about the
franchise’s most known
characters. “Rogue One”
shows how the Rebel
spies stole the plans for
the Death Stars.
The second anthology
entry is about the captain
of
the
Millennium
Falcon, Han Solo. Alden
Ehrenreich will be the
second actor to portray
Han Solo in a movie. He
has been in small films
like “Hail, Caesar!” and
“Blue Jasmine.”
“Solo: A Star Wars
Story” looks to be his
breakout role, but the
movie has been marred
by production issues.
“Solo” has been in
production hell. In
March 2017, Lucasfilm
hired an acting coach to
help Ehrenreich channel
Harrison Ford’s charm
in the original trilogy
according to Venture.
The idea was to make
this the first comedy
in the Star Wars canon
(holiday special doesn’t
count)
using
the
directors from “21 Jump
Street” Phil Lord and
Christopher Miller.
I was intrigued after
seeing what they pulled
off with “The Lego Movie,”

which was surprisingly
good. However that idea
was quickly squashed
when the duo was
fired three months into
principal photography
and replaced with Ron
Howard. It’s a safe
move for a series that is
beginning to lose its edge.
Instead of focusing
on Han Solo, I think it
would have been better
served fleshing out a
side character from
the original trilogy like
Lando Calrissian.
When we first meet
him in “The Empire
Strikes Back,” when
the Millennium Falcon
lands on Cloud City, it’s
clear that he has a long
history with Solo.
Rather than making
another origin story,
which is what everyone
wants, it would have
been better to flesh out
Solo’s backstory through
Lando’s point-of-view.
According to IMDB,
he was in the original
trilogy for less than
20 minutes. In “Solo,”
Donald
Glover
is
playing the character
and the acting choice
seems really perplexing.
Glover is a rising star
in Hollywood since
making the FX TV show
“Atlanta,” and it will take
away from Ehrenreich’s
performance.
When “Solo: A Star
Wars Story” is released
on May 25, it will be the
fourth Star Wars movie
in as many years. There
are a lot of red flags with
this movie that’s clearly
being stitched up and
pushed out for release.
Follow Alex on Twitter
@almartinet

does not allow the use
of electronic devices
such as cellphones
in the room where
the lottery process is
taking place.
Despite the NBA
having
several
safeguards in place,
not
allowing
the
lottery process to be
televised invites NBA
fans to imagine and
criticize what might
be happening behind
closed doors as the
NBA can easily have
an influence on a
certain
non-playoff
team’s chances to land
in the top three of the
draft, regardless of its
finishing record.

There are several
instances that can
bee seen as the NBA
rigging
the
draft
lottery system.
According to the
Business
Insider
website, many NBA
insiders
considered
the 2012 NBA draft
lottery rigged as the
then New Orleans
Hornets,
who
are
now the New Orleans
Pelicans, received the
top overall pick in the
draft and they just so
happened to be owned
by the NBA as the team
was in the midst of
being bought out by a
new owner.
The top prospect at

the time was Anthony
Davis, who is now
regarded as a top five
superstar in the league,
and the NBA needed
the Hornets to land
a top talent such as
Davis so it could fetch a
top-dollar price to sell
the team.
The NBA needs to
televise the lottery
system process of the
draft to ensure to its
fans worldwide the
draft is not rigged.

Follow Gabriel on Twitter
@SJSneakerhead
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The government is lying to you about Syria, sugar

“Would I lie to you?
Would I lie to you
honey?” Annie Lennox
sings in the 1985
Eurythmics hit song
about confronting a
cheating partner.
“Now would I say
something that wasn’t
true, I’m asking you
sugar, would I lie
to you?”
This is something one
could ask of President
Donald Trump – and
Theresa
May
and
Emmanuel Macron for
that matter.
And like Ms. Lennox,
yes, we are being lied to.
On Friday, Trump
authorized
airstrikes
on
Syria’s
capital,
Damascus.
This was part of a
joint coalition with the
United Kingdom and
France as a response
to an alleged chemical
weapons attack used
against Syrian civilians
in Douma, a small
suburb of Damascus.
Trump cited three
reasons for the airstrikes
in Syria.

STATEMENT # 1

“Last Saturday, the
Assad regime again
deployed
chemical
weapons to slaughter
innocent
civilians,”
Trump said in a speech
Friday night.

Chemical weapons are
inhumane and a grave
violation of international
Jana Kadah
law with heinous and
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
irreversible effects on
innocent civilians.
But is that why Trump
stays silent while close
Trump makes this ally, Saudi Arabia, drops
weapons
statement
without chemical
having any credible on Yemen?
evidence to support his
claim. Sources claiming
that Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad was
behind the attack have
come from opposition
sources. Videos on
mainstream
media
outlets like BBC have
also been reported to
be unverified.
In fact, no real
investigations have yet
to be conducted.
The
International
Organization for the
Or how about when
Prohibition of Chemical
used
white
Weapons (OPCW) was Israel
poised to begin its fact phosphorus on civilians
check and investigations in Gaza in 2014?
Trump goes on to say
in Douma on April
14 – the morning in his speech, “A nation
after Trump deployed can be judged by the
hundreds of “good and friends they keep.”
Let’s not forget the
smart” missiles.
Trump’s decision to white phosphorus and
conduct airstrikes on depleted uranium that
Damascus the night was dropped by the
before the OPCW went United States in the
most recent Iraq War.
in bears scrutiny.
Iraqi children are
still
being born with
STATEMENT # 2
birth
defects as a result
“Chemical weapons
of
American
chemical
are uniquely dangerous,
not
only
because weapons attacks and
they inflict gruesome U.S. government lies
suffering, but because about the use of those
Saddam
even small amounts weapons.
can unleash widespread Hussein did not have
weapons
of
mass
devastation.”
This statement is destruction and there
without a doubt true. was no credible evidence

Our
government
and leaders
have lied to us
before, and
they are lying
to us now.

to support that he did
before invading Iraq.

STATEMENT # 3

“The United States
will be a partner and
a friend.”
Trump masks the
missile attack under the
veil of humanitarian
necessity.
He argues the United
States is here to help
the people of the
Middle East and that it
is the country’s moral
responsibility to do so.
However, his new
immigration policy has
allowed only 11 Syrian
refugees to enter the
United States. To put
this in perspective,
the United Nations
has identified nearly
6
million
refugees
have
fled
Syria.
Humanitarian much?
And while we may
never
be
certain
whether
Assad
conducted the alleged
chemical
weapons
attack, there are voices
in the media that attack
this assertion.
Ind e p e n d e nt
journalist
Vanessa
Beeley, who is currently
reporting in Damascus,

is
skeptical
that
chemical weapons were
even dropped.
In
an
interview
Thursday
with
Fault Lines, a Radio
segment on Sputnik
International,
Beeley
said,
“The
OPCW
itself
carried
out
investigations
on
(alleged
chemical
weapons) facilities in
November 2017 and
reported that they were
not
manufacturing
chemicals and were
not violating the non
proliferation treaty.”
Former
British
ambassador to Syria,
Peter Ford, said it made
no strategic sense for
Assad to drop chemical
weapons (if they were
dropped) when Assad
has been advancing in
the war.
Such a crime would
only set him back; as
it would elicit military
responses from the
United States, as it has
in the past.
However, Secretary
of Defense James Mattis
is certain that Assad
was behind the alleged
chemical
attacks,
citing Assad’s former

transgressions,
even
while conceding they are
still awaiting evidence.
“The powers that
have
signed
the
chemical
weapons
prohibition have every
reason to challenge
Assad,” Mattis said in
a press conference on
Friday. “Right now,
this is a one-time shot
and believe it sends a
very strong message
to
dissuade
him,
deter him from doing
this again.”
Maybe
OPCW
investigations
will
reveal the truth.
But one thing I am
certain of ‘sugar’ – those
three reasons don’t
pan out.
University
of
Chicago professor, John
Mearsheimer,
argues
that in the international
arena, leaders will not
lie to other leaders
because consequences
may be grave. However,
those same leaders
often lie to their people,
as the consequences
are trivial.
Our government and
leaders have lied to us
before, and they are
lying to us now.
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CLASSIFIEDS
CROSSWORD PUZZLE

SUDOKU PUZZLE
Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

JOKIN’
AROUND
Q: What do you call a
belt with a watch on it?

A: A waist of time. :-)
SOLUTIONS
ACROSS
1. Astringent
5. Alpha’s opposite
10. Charity
14. List of options
15. Varnish ingredient
16. A person who lacks
good judgment
17. Horse feed
18. Devalue
20. Gnarled
22. Overshadowed
23. An Old Testament
king
24. Relaxes
25. A dunce
32. _____ and lows
33. Mountain lakes
34. New Zealand parrot
37. Leer at
38. Remedies
39. Remain
40. How come?
41. Data stream manipulator
42. Vernacular
43. Being ﬁlled with
wonder
45. Twined
49. Australian ﬂightless
bird
50. Angered

53. Fortunate
57. Everyplace
59. South American
country
60. Fully developed
61. Consumed
62. Weightlifters pump
this
63. Sleigh
64. Shooting sport
65. Writing table
DOWN
1. Violent
2. Low-fat
3. “Do ___ others...”
4. Upper lip hair
5. Tough going
6. A ﬁtting reward
(archaic)
7. Clairvoyant’s gift
8. Prepare for action
9. Afresh
10. All excited
11. Bums around
12. Sacred song
13. Sleighs
19. There’s 52 in a deck
21. Sounds of disapproval
25. Grub
26. Not low

27. Not pretty
28. Chopin composition
29. Rabbits
30. Construct
31. Autonomic nervous
system
34. An eccentric idea
35. Border
36. Many millennia
38. Bovine
39. Not a molar or
incisor
41. Cheerful (Scottish)
42. Citrus fruit
44. Yield
45. Lascivious looks
46. Blacksmith’s block
47. Paper with a crinkled texture
48. Dog-___
51. Female sheep
(plural)
52. East Indian tree
53. Broth (Scottish)
54. Arid
55. God of love
56. Immerse brieﬂy into
a liquid
58. French for “Summer”
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Earthquakes blow another halftime lead, tie game
BY BEN STEIN
STAFF WRITER

The
San
Jose
Earthquakes could not
take advantage of a
halftime lead and tied the
Houston Dynamo 2-2 on
Saturday evening during
San Jose State Night at
Avaya Stadium.
San Jose Earthquakes’
all-time leading scorer
and the second-leading
scorer in Major League
Soccer (MLS) history,
Chris Wondolowski, came
off
the
EARTHQUAKES bench for
the first
time since
2015.
T h i s
was just
the fifth
DYNAMO
time the
Danville
nat ive
came off
the bench
for
the
Earthquakes since he
became the regular starter
in 2010.
2017 MLS Super Draft
first round pick Jackson
Yueill was given the start
in Wondolowski’s place.
In what was a surprising
pregame
adjustment,
Earthquakes’
first-year
head coach Mikael Stahre
opted for a 4-3-3 formation,
instead of the 4-4-2 the team
usually uses.
This was done in order to
gain an extra midfielder and
control the pace of the game.
This was the first time
since 1999 that all 11
Earthquake starters were

2
2

under the age of 30.
The Earthquakes (1-22) have now blown three
consecutive games in
which they held the lead
at halftime.
“We have to win these
types of games,” Stahre
said. “This was not the
result we wanted.”
The
a djus t m e nt
paid off early on when
Yueill passed the ball
to midfielder Magnus
Erikkson, who drilled the
ball past the goalie with
his left foot in the 26th
minute for his second goal
in as many games.
Sloppy play from both
teams was the story of the
first half.
Both teams made errant
passes to their teammates
and
lost
possession
unnecessarily.
“We were a little bit too
sloppy with the ball. We
made too many individual
mistakes with the ball,”
KAVIN MISTRY | THE SPEAR
Stahre said.
During halftime the PA Earthquakes midfielder Jahmir Hyka scores the game-tying goal in the game against the Dynamo on Saturday.
announcer recognized the
three SJSU teams that won the second half.
game, though not in the the 85th minute, tying the change and was willing to
their respective conferences
do what was in the best
Houston
continued way that he is generally game at two.
in the last year.
This was Hyka’s first interest of the team.
to dominate the game known for. In the 71st
The women’s soccer, offensively, outshooting minute, Wondolowski goal of the season.
“If I play 90 minutes,
softball and gymnastic the
“Every guy that comes one minute or zero, if we’re
Earthquakes
by received a yellow card for
teams each went on the field 10 shots, 19-9. In the obstruction when he tried off the bench is trying to lifting a cup at the end
and took pictures during 63rd minute, forward to poke the ball away change the game. Thank of the year, I’m a happy
the halftime ceremony.
God today it was my man,” Wondolowski said.
Mauro Manotas gave from an opposing player.
The Dynamo (1-2-2) the Dynamo a 2-1 lead
The
Earthquakes
The
Earthquakes chance,” Hyka said.
came out of the half with a which led coach Stahre continued to play a passing
The tie keeps the play their next game on
couple strong possessions to sub in the Earthquakes game. They controlled the Earthquakes in 10th Saturday, April 21 when
and Houston midfielder legend Wondolowski. The possession for 55 percent place in the Western they go on the road to face
To m a s
M a r t i n e z crowd began to roar with of the game. While fans Conference.
the Orlando City Soccer
took advantage of an applause as the forward slowly started to shuffle
After playing every Club in Orlando, Florida.
Earthquake turnover and stepped onto the pitch.
out of the stadium, minute of the first four
scored the equalizing goal
Wondolowski
It took less than 10 midfielder Jahmir Hyka, games,
Follow Ben on Twitter
in the 48th minute of the minutes for Wondolowski who was subbed in with u n d e r s t o o d
the
@thereelbstein
game and third minute of to get involved in the Wondolowski, scored in adjustment was a tactical

PRO TENNIS

Sharapova plans to play
in tournament at SJSU
BY JESSICA HOWELL
SPORTS EDITOR

Maria
Sharapova
announced she will play
in the 2018 Mubadala
Silicon Valley Classic,
which will be held at San
Jose State University from
July 30 to Aug. 5.
Sharapova is a five-time
Grand Slam champion, a
former world No. 1 and one
of the most recognizable
women’s tennis players in
the world.
“I am excited to return
to the Bay Area for the
Mubadala Silicon Valley

Classic,” Sharapova said in
a press release. “I always
enjoy playing in California.
The region has tremendous
tennis fans.”
Defending
champion
Madison Keys and 2017
finalist CoCo Vandeweghe
also announced they’ll be
playing in the tournament.
“I am looking forward
to coming back to the
tournament and defending
my title this year in San Jose,”
Keys said in a press release. “I
am glad IMG is keeping the
event in the Bay Area.”
Vandeweghe, a California
native, won the tournament’s

doubles match last year with
Abigail Spears.
“Living in California, this
tournament has always been
one of my favorites to attend,”
Vandeweghe said in a press
release. “I was concerned the
event may leave the Bay Area,
but was happy that it found a
new home in Silicon Valley.”
The tournament is the
longest-running womenonly professional tennis
tournament and is the first
stop on the U.S. Open Series.
Follow Jessica on Twitter
@JessicaSHowell3

